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SUBJECT: REPLY TO NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER TO KIM KWAN SUK FROM 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE. LETTER IS IN RESPONSE TO 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER: 

BEGIN TEXT 

DEAR MR. KIM: 

I AM REPLYING ON BEHALF OF PRESIDENT CARTER TO YOUR RECENT 
LETTER IN WHICH YOU EXPRESSED THE CONCERN OF THE KOREAN 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OVER ISSUES OF MILITARY 
SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE FUTURE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN GROUND TROOPS FROM KOREA, 
WHICH YOU DISCUSSED IN YOUR LETTER, DOES NOT MEAN A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LESSENING OF THE U.S. COMMITMENT TO KOREA'S SECURITY. AS 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAS STATED, THIS WITHDRAWAL WILL BE 
CARRIED OUT CAREFULLY, AND ONLY AFTER FULL CONSULTATION 
WITH THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT. U.S. AIR UNITS IN KOREA WILL 
REMAIN, AND WE WILL CONTINUE OUR PROGRAM OF ASSISTING ROK 
FORCES TO IMPROVE THEIR OWN CAPABILITIES. AFTER AMERICAN 
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GROUND TROOPS ARE WITHDRAWN, THE ABILITY AND RESOLVE OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA JOINTLY TO 
MAINTAIN PEACE AND STABILITY ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA WILL 
REMAIN UNDIMINISHED. 

WITH REGARD TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION, WHICH YOU RAISED 
IN YOUR LETTER, WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE CONCERN AND THE 
EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD ON THE PART OF THE KOREAN NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. PRESIDENT CARTER TAKES A DEEP 
INTEREST IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE WHICH WILL .LAY AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

WE HOPE THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR FIRM SECURITY COMMIT 
MENT, OUR CLOSE TRADITIONAL TIES AND OUR INTEREST IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS, OUR RELATIONS WITH THE KOREAN PEOPLE AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WILL DEVELOP TO THE 
BENEFIT OF BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. 

END TEXT 

2. LETTER HAS BEEN POUCHED TO EMBASSY FOR DELIVERY TO 
COUNCIL. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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